





Materials required

Planting material, sharp blade, polythene bag (45 cm x 30 cm, 200
gauge), moist coirdust, coir thread and rooting hormone
(Ceradix-B or Keradix).

Selection of lateral branches

It is important to select healthy lateral branches (| year old) with
2-3 leaves preferably with dormant buds. Too young and too old

branches may be avoided.
Prepamtion of material

Young healthy lateral branches from high yielding vines are collected
in a bucket of water, as a precaution against drying. In the nursery
these laterals are dipped in copper oxychloride 0.2% solution for
20-30 minutes and pruned to 2-4 nodes. All the leaves except the
flag leaf are removed. A sharp slanting cut is made at the basal
portion and dipped in rooting hormone powder. After removing the
excess powder these laterals are planted in a polythene bag with
moist coirdust. About 3—4 laterals may be placed in each bag. The
mouth of the bags are to be tightly tied with coir thread to avoid
moisture loss and kept under shade. These bags act as ‘humid
chamber’ for better rooting and survival. In about 35-50 days the
laterals produce 5-6 roots. The bags are then opened for
hardening the cuttings. The cuttings are carefully removed, planted
in polybags with nursery mixture (forest soil, sand and farm yard
manure in equal proportion) and kept in shade (with filtered light)
for 1-2 months for establishment. After establishment, these laterals
are transplanted either to the field or in pots (large size). Application
of Trichoderma harziannum (10 grams/bush) and VAM innoculum



(100 cc/bush) to the potting mixture is recommended to prevent root
rot. The best season for rooting of laterals is September—January

during which a success of about 90% is obtained.

Manuring
Bush pepper in pots

Farm yard manure (FYM) or NPK can be used for manuring bush
pepper. NPK @1, 0.5, 2 grams/pot of 10 kg soil respectively, should
be applied once in 2 months. The fertilizers can be substituted with
neem cake (30 grams/pot) or groundnut cake (15 grams/pot), leaf or
vermin compost (| kg/pot) once in 2 months. FYM @ 200 grams /pot
can be applied once in a year. Fertilizers such as garden mixture can
also be given after mixing in water (about 10 grams in 10 litres @ | to
2 litres/pot).

Bush pepper in the field

NPK can be applied @ 10, 5, 20 grams/bush respectively, at 3 month
intervals. FYM can be applied @ 5 kg/bush at yearly intervals.

Plant protection

Pre and post monsoon spray with Bordeaux mixture |% and
drenching with copper oxychloride 0.2% or a spray and drench with
potassium phosphonate @ 3 ml/itre is affective against Phytophthora
foot rot. Alternatively, application of Trichoderma harziannum @
|0 grams/pot in the soil and spraying potassium phosphonate @
3 mifitre on the bush during May/June and August/September is also

effective against the disease.









